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Notes on the L esson from the Acts of the Apostles

One of the great disputes within the early church was the question of whether or not the gospel
was limited only to Jews or could it be offered to Gentiles aswell. Asis plain from reading
Paul’s letters, Jewish Christians did not consider themselves to be “converts”. They saw faith in
Jesus as a continuation of their Judaism. In their view, it was Judaism that had been transformed.
They continued to worship in the Temple, to gather in synagogues, and to observe kosher dietary
laws. To many of these early believers, their evangelism was to lead other Jews to Jesus. If a
Gentile wished to follow Jesus, that person would have to first become a Jew. Other believers,
such as Peter and later, Paul, insisted that faith in Jesus alone was sufficient.

The significance of sharing ameal in the Middle East can not be overstated. Eating a meal
together binds two peoplein eternal friendship. Thisiswhy it was such a scandal when Jesus ate
with sinners and tax collectors. We see the same reaction, this time coming from Jesus’
followers, when Peter has shared a mea with Gentiles.

Notes on the L esson from the Revelation to John

Two weeks ago, this message concerned a passage in the fifth chapter of Revelation. In those
notes, the ancient belief in athree-tiered universe was considered. To fully understand this
week’s text from Revelation, that belief must again be examined.

Peopl e of the ancient world had no concept of avast universe filled with millions of galaxies and
billions of stars. Their picture of creation is known as the “three-tiered universe”.

Thethreetiersare:
1. TheHeavens— picture a series of upside down Tupperware bowls. These are the heavens
that are stacked up over the earth. In the lowest bowl, or lowest heaven, are the sun, the
stars, and the planets. God lives above the highest heaven.

2. The Earth — aflat expanse of land that is surrounded by the sea. The sea holds terrifying
monsters and represents chaos and rebellion.

3. TheDeep - An areathat is mostly water but contains the region of Sheol, which isthe
abode of the dead. Thisisnot Hell aswe think of it but more of a place where souls go
after death. Thereis no self-awareness there; it can be thought of as arepository for souls.

Notice that the first verse of this passage says that thereis anew heaven and a new earth. There
is no “Deep” for there is no need for it. There is no more death so no place is needed for the
dead. Also, thereis no more sea. Chaos and rebellion, represented by the seam, no longer exist.



God has re-created the universe without death and without disorder. God’s peace permeates
everything.

Many people are not aware that when Revelation was written, there was no city of Jerusalem. It
had been utterly destroyed by the Roman army in A.D. 70. God’s re-making of all creation
would have been incomplete were the holy city, a new Jerusalem, been a part of it. The author of
Revelation paints an amazing picture: all of creation isreborn, everything is made new; all of
those aspects of the world that we feared are gone. “God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.
There shall be no more death, no more sorrow, no more crying or pain, for the former things are
no more.”



